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International Symposium on

Education for Sustainable Development in Nara 2026

President, Nara University of Education

Toshiya MIYASHITA

It is with great pleasure that we welcome
Governor Makoto Yamashita of Nara Prefec-
ture to this venue today and host the “ESD
International Symposium in Nara 2026.” On
behalf of the organizers, | would also like to
express my sincere gratitude to all partici-
pants, including Ms. Maki HATASHIKAWA, Di-
rector of the UNESCO Regional Office in Ja-
karta, distinguished guests from across Asia,
and those actively engaged in ESD initiatives
throughout Japan.

This symposium marks the second event
in our international ESD exchange, following
the 2024 gathering. Its purpose is to con-
nect discussions across sessions focused on
“Academia,” “Education,” and “Youth,” using
the keywords “Disaster Prevention and Miti-
gation” and “Climate Change.” We aim to build
cross-border, multi-stakeholder ESD partner-
ships to realize a sustainable world and fu-
ture.

Amidst the global threat to the sustaina-
bility of our planet’s environment, cultivating
knowledge and actions for disaster risk re-
duction among the children who will inhabit
the next generation is one of the most crit-
ical challenges for ESD. To achieve this, we
must first learn from academic research find-
ings and practical examples worldwide, then
develop and implement educational programs
within individual schools and communities.
Furthermore, this education serves as an op-
portunity to deeply contemplate the sanctity
of life, which is also the very foundation of
ESD.

Here in Nara, Japan’s ancient capital,
we possess numerous historical and cultur-
al heritage sites. How to protect these from
disasters is a critical challenge. Holding to-
day’s symposium in this very place holds great
significance. | sincerely hope it proves mean-
ingful for all of you and that ESD itself be-
comes sustainable.

Thank you very much.
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International Symposium on

Yukihiko OIKAWA

On behalf of the Center for ESD and SDGs, Nara
University of Education as the organizer, | would
like to express my sincere gratitude to everyone in-
volved for making it possible to host the “Interna-
tional Symposium on ESD in Nara 2026,” welcoming
distinguished guests and many ESD stakeholders
including researchers, educators, and youth from
both Japan and overseas. Under the theme “Learn-
ing Together, Creating Together: Building Inter-
national Partnerships to Achieve the Sustainable
Future,” this symposium aims to establish interna-
tional partnerships for promoting “ESD for 2030.”
In an era of increasing uncertainty (VUCA), we fo-
cus on disaster risk reduction, climate change, and
cultural exchange, through international research,
practical applications and youth engagement main-
ly in Asia, to realize the sustainable society.

In order to achieve this goal, the symposium
will begin with a comprehensive keynote lecture on
ESD by UNESCO from the perspectives of education,
science, and culture, which are the foundations of
ESD. Flowing that, we will discuss the SD (Sustain-
ability) of ESD from an academic perspective and
consider how science can contribute to ESD as “Ac-
ademic Session”. And then we will integrate science
into ESD practice from the perspective of educa-
tion as “ESD sessions”, in order to discuss how we
foster ” Creators of Sustainable Society “ based on
specific examples. Moreover, we will hold “Youth
Session” to share each other how youth can par-
ticipate in social development and what role they
can play in building the sustainable future from
the perspective of the next generation. In this way,
we will connect the three sessions to develop the
learning story of ESD during the symposium.

We are very honored to invite experts from
many international organizations and overseas uni-
versities to this symposium. Ms. Maki HAYASHIKA-
WA who is the Director of UNESCO Regional Office
in Jakarta will give a keynote lecture. Dr. Yutaka

Education for Sustainable Development in Nara 2026

Director, Center for ESD and SDGs
at Nara University of Education

MICHIDA who is the Chairperson of UNESCO Inter-
governmental Oceanographic Commission (I0C) and
Dr. Hyuncheol KIM who is the President of Educa-
tion Research Institute for Future Values (ERI4FV)
will serve as moderators. Pusan National Universi-
ty in Korea as co-organizer, Syiah Kuala Universi-
ty in Indonesia and Phnom Penh Teacher Training
University in Cambodia as partner universities as
well as United Nations University collaborating on
SDG-Universities Platform (SDG-UP) will contrib-
ute to the symposium. In addition, we believe that
learning about specific and practical ESD initiatives
from schools, research institutions, NPOs/NGOs
and youth in Japan and Asia will greatly contribute
to future international development.

The Center for ESD and SDGs was established
in 2022 with the aim of becoming Japanese Nation-
al Center for ESD. So far, the Center has made full
use of its strengths of the first teacher training
university which was certified as UNESCO Associ-
ated School in Japan to develop ESD training pro-
grams and online seminars throughout the country,
and it is fostering teachers who can implement ESD.
The center also collaborates with social education
facilities and industry to promote ESD in social ed-
ucation and recurrent education. Furthermore, in
order to establish national wide ESD platform, we
are working to form the ESD network in which mul-
ti-stakeholders participate by presiding over the

“National ESD Consortium/Stakeholder Round-
table Meeting” by calling on various sectors pro-
moting ESD throughout Japan.

It would be my pleasure that the ESD interna-
tional symposium can provide an opportunity for
this ESD platform to expand to Asian countries
beyond national boundaries, and to co-create fu-
ture-oriented international partnerships for ESD
promotion by encompassing the natural environ-
ment, history, culture as well as social issues of di-
verse countries.
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International Symposium on
Education for Sustainable Development in Nara 2026

Program

Opening Remarks: Dr. Hiroyuki SAKAKI / Chairman of Nara National Institute of Higher Education and Research

Greeting from Ministry of Education : Mr. Shigeki KOBAYASHI / Senior Vice Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
Greeting from Nara Prefecture: Mr. Makoto YAMASHITA / Govemor of Nara Prefecture

Greeting from UNESCO : Mr. Takaaki IWASA / Vice-Secretary-General, Japanese National Commission for UNESCO

Keynote Speech 9:50-10:20
Ms. Maki HAYASHIKAWA / Director of UNESCO Regional Office in Jakarta

10-minute break

Sesson1<Academic Session> 10:30-12:00

Moderator: Dr. Yutaka MICHIDA / Chairman of Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (I0C), UNESCO

Ms. Taka HORIQ / Head of Postgraduate Degree and Training Programme, Institute for the Advanced Study of Sustainability, United Nations University
Dr. Muzailin AFFAN / Director, International Office, Syiah Kuala University, Indonesia

Dr. Set SENG / Director, Phnom Penh Teacher Education College, Cambodia

Dr. Xiang GAO / Researcher, Ocean Policy Research Institute, Sasakawa Peace Foundation

70-minute lunch break

Sesson2 <ESD Session> 13:10-14:45
Moderator: Dr. Yukihiko OIKAWA / Director of the Center for ESD and SDGs, Nara University of Education

Dr. Pil-Seong KIM & Dr. Jin-sook KIM / Regional Entrepreneurship Education Research Center, Pusan National University
Ms. Mitsuko OTSUYAMA / Secretary general, Nonprofit Organization SEEDS Asia
Mr. Ryo ASANO / Management Chief, Kesennuma City Collaborative Center
Mr. Kazuhiko ARIMA / Vice Principal, Nara University of Education Junior High School
15-minute break

Sesson3 <Youth Session> 15:00-16:30

Moderator: Dr. Hyuncheol KIM / President of Education Research Institute for Future Values
Ms. Suwon KIM & Mr. Young-bae KIM / Representative of Korean Youth and Mentor
Mr. Teuku Hanief Rayyan ABIRA / Faculty of Economics and Business, Syiah Kuala University
Ms. Sena KATAYAMA / 2nd year student at Nara Women’ s University
Mt. Yuito KINOSHITA / UNESCO Club at Nara University of Education

15-minute break

Wrap up Session 16:45-17:30

Moderator: Dr. Yukihiko OIKAWA / Director of the Center for ESD and SDGs, Nara University of Education

Ms. Maki HAYASHIKAWA (unesco), Dr. Yutaka MICHIDA (10c), Ms. Taka HORIO (UNU-1AS),

Mr. Kazutaka KUROBE (Director, Office of Environmental Education, Ministry of Environment, Japan), Dr.Hyuncheol KIM (ERI4FV, Korea)

Closing Ceremony 17:30-17:40

Closing Remarks: Mr. Toshiya MIYASHITA / President of Nara University of Education
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International Symposium on
Education for Sustainable Development in Nara 2026

Abstract Contents

Keynote Speech

ESD: Embedding DRR, Climate Action, and Cultural Understanding in Teaching
and Learning for a sustainable Southeast Asia

Ms. Maki HAYASHIKAWA l 2
Director of UNESCO Regional Office in Jakarta

Sesson 1 <Academic Session>

United Nations University Institute for the Advanced Study of Sustainability (UNU-IAS) :
Advancing Knowledge and Action Toward a Sustainable Society

Ms. Taka HORIO
Head of Postgraduate Degree and Training Programme, Institute for the Advanced Study of Sustainability, l 6
United Nations University

Local Wisdom, Global Solidarity: The Aceh-Tohoku Experience in Disaster Risk
Reduction and Education for Sustainable Development

Dr. Muzailin AFFAN l 8
Director, International Office, Syiah Kuala University, Indonesia

Education for Sustainable Development in Cambodia:
Insights from General and Teacher Education Practice

Dr. Set SENG 2 O
Director, Phnom Penh Teacher Education College, Cambodia

A Japan- China- Korea Initiative in Disaster Risk Reduction in the Northwestern Pacific
under the UN Decade of Ocean Science

Dr. Xiang GAO 22
Researcher, Ocean Policy Research Institute, Sasakawa Peace Foundation

Sesson2<ESD Session>

ESD in South Korea: A Focus on Village Education Communities in Busan

Dr. Pil-Seong KIM & Dr. Jin-sook KIM 2
Regional Entrepreneurship Education Research Center, Pusan National University 6

Multi-Risk Reduction Education Programme (MRREP)

Ms. Mitsuko OTSUYAMA
Secretary general, Nonprofit Organization SEEDS Asia 28




“Promoting Comprehensive ESD for 2030 for Schools and Communities Through
Diverse Participation and Collaboration”
~Disaster Prevention and Mitigation Education in Kesennuma That Deepens Understanding and

Critical Thinking Through Dialogue and Exchange, Leading to Action~

Mr. Ryo ASANO
Management Chief, Kesennuma City Collaborative Center 3 O

World Heritage Learning in the Historic Monuments of Ancient Nara:
Perspectives on Disaster Prevention and Tourism

Mr. Kazuhiko ARIMA
Vice Principal, Nara University of Education Junior High School 32

Sesson3<Youth Session>

Learning Through Community and Experience Ten Years of Growing together

Ms. Suwon KIM

Representative of Korean Youth

From Pedagogical Innovation to Community Agency A 10-Year Longitudinal Study of the
“Reverse” Education Ecosystem

Mr. Young-bae KIM 3 6
Educator, Busan Dongmyung Elementary School Facilitator, “Reverse Playground” Community

The Role of Youth in Disaster Risk Reduction in Aceh:
A Personal and Community-Based Journey

Mr. Teuku Hanief Rayyan ABIRA
Faculty of Economics and Business, Syiah Kuala University 3 8

Thinking About Disaster Risk Reduction with the Community:
Learning and Practice by Youth

Ms. Sena KATAYAMA 40
2nd year student at Nara Women’s University

Youth Participation and Contribution toward Disaster Risk Reduction from Research-
based to Action-based Practice -How can Youth accelerate DRR Education?-

Mr. Yuito KINOSHITA
UNESCO Club at Nara University of Education 42

Special Contribution

Symposium on Climate Change and DRR Education Including or Involving Youth
“Ruminations of an Old Cowboy”

Mr. Tim JONES
Manager, Gladney Farm in Hokkaido (Former High School Teacher in USA) 44
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Education for Sustainable Development in Nara 2026

Keynote Speech

Maki HAYASHIKAWA
)1 B

Director of UNESCO Regional Office in Jakarta

Ms Maki Katsuno-Hayashikawa brings exten-
sive experiences of nearly 30 years with UNESCO,
UNICEF and JICA, at global, regional, and country
levels. She assumed her role as the Director of UNE-
SCO Regional Office in Jakarta, and UNESCO Repre-
sentative to Indonesia, Brunei Darussalam, Malay-
sia, the Philippines and Timor Leste and Liaison to
ASEAN in July 2023. Prior to her current assign-
ment, she served as the Director of the Division
for Education 2030 at UNESCO Headquarters over-
seeing UNESCO's global programmes on Gender and
Inclusive Education, Higher Education, Education in
Emergencies and led the global SDG4 coordination
mechanism. In addition, during 2022, she served
as the Executive Secretary of the Secretariat for
the Transforming Education Summit convened by
the UN Secretary-General in September 2022. Ms.
Katsuno-Hayashikawa has spent much of her time
in the Asia-Pacific region, operating out of Beijing
and Bangkok, managing regional and country pro-
grammes on inclusive education, gender and edu-
cation, ECCE, learning assessment to teacher edu-
cation. She holds Master’s degrees in Educational
Planning from the Institute of Education, Universi-
ty College London, and in Early Childhood Education
from the South Australia University; and a Bach-
elor’s degree in International Relations from the
London School of Economics and Political Science.
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ESD: Embedding DRR, Climate Action, and Cultural Understanding in
Teaching and Learning for a sustainable Southeast Asia

While the frequencies of climate related ex-
treme events are on the rise, in a survey by UN-
ESCO (2022) 70% of young people reported that
they were not climate-ready based on their educa-
tion; 47% of curriculum frameworks in 100 coun-
tries did not even mention climate change. With
current global consumption trends, humanity will
need 3 to 5 Earths by 2050, especially if all the
population were to live a lifestyle like G20 econo-
mies. Clearly, our development path is not sustain-
able, and urgent action is needed to reverse the
unsustainable practices and adapt to and mitigate
the impacts of climate change.

Building on the results of the decades-long
efforts since 1990s, UNESCO launched the Ed-
ucation for Sustainable Development for 2030
(ESD for 2030) programme, to produce and share
knowledge, offer policy guidance and technical
support to countries, and implement projects on
the ground embedding DRR, Climate Action, and
Cultural Understanding in teaching and learning.

This presentation highlights how the youth
of South-East Asia are on the frontlines and tak-
ing actions for climate impacts, disaster risks,
and social transformation, and how they could be
further equipped and empowered as researchers,
innovators, and cultural bridge builders through
partnerships that advance disaster risk reduction
(DRR), climate action, and intercultural under-
standing.

Concrete examples of UNESCO’s actions will
be shared to demonstrate how teachers, students,
as well as communities can be actively engaged in
promoting awareness and cross-border learning to
build a resilient, peaceful, and sustainable Asia,
through ESD: from greening education curricu-
lum, the guide to UNESCQO'’s Sustaining Our Oceans
project, UNESCO Tsunami Ready Programme, to
actions in the UNESCO Natural and Cultural World
Heritages sites and the Man and the Biosphere Re-
serves.

FHGRIRERRE 7 7 ORBRICHEITT,
R EREEFS N KRRV CEBREHECFUICHREISBESD

S[UREHICLBDEBERRNMERKTZ—FH T ARRIADORAE
(2022 ) Tld. 70%DEEN THEFEZBELCTRBEEHA
DERAD+RICTEITVARL CEIFELTWEY, R 100
HEDOBEBEH)FaSLEAELIZEIS. TD 4T%ICIEKIE
ZHETRIERTSHDELATLI, BEQOHRNREE
BEAMEE T IX. 2050 EXTICHIERN 3 ~5EAMBICHRD
FRINTED. FIC2EN G0 HEEBDLSHBTATRZTIL
ZENUL. ZOBFEIFTSICRAICADET, BHSHII. 5D
BRI ISIFRAIETIEH D FEA. FEYRIBITZHO T
K[UREENDEEADHES CIEMICEIS T-B2DITEH KD S
NTVET,

IRRONE 1990 FERDSHTFICHT-ZEDEADREE
ICEDE SR AEEDOIODHEE | SDGs REFICHEIT

T (ESD for2030)1 7AJZL%EIB EIFELIZe COTOY
SLE. AFEORIH EHE. EENOBERERH PRI ED
=M. 2L TEHK (DRR).
DOHE

SUET O3> XALRIERZH 4
FISICHEAAC IO T/ bOEfZERNELTVET,

AHEKRTIF. RET7IOTOEELENRBEZECKEIR
U, HREEORIBTLDOLSITITHLTVEIMIERET Y
TET, HHET B - [IETI 3> - EXLEBRZ{EE
TEN—bF—2vTZBLT. BOZHAEEDA/R—F—,
ZLTEDZRIFBELTVMNICEZIEL. TOAESIFHLT
WIBHhZEERLFT,

BH (LYUIVEN) CTEMDDRHGAIRE R 7S 7 2188 T
Be®ic. ARZAIDEGNEREA=HELFT,

- WDE R INO R (4
-Sustaining Our Oceans (F\7cB5DBEZX3) 7O

HAR
+ %230 MsunamiReady (GEEADEZ)1 7OJ3 LA
- HRBAEE - MCEESSUCEYBEREE (%23

ION—2) ICBTBES

NH5DEHEE LT, ESD BVHICHEEM, FE. 2L T
MIF DI 2T ZBEEMICETIAA. BER L CEEZER
[EBZ(RETTEIDZHASMNILET,




International Symposium on
Education for Sustainable Development in Nara 2026

Session 1

Academic Session

Academic Contributions to ESD

From an academic perspective, we will share the latest research findings and practices from
various fields that contribute to the sustainable development (SD) of society. Furthermore,
we will discuss the fostering of collaboration among stakeholders and the building of
international partnerships to advance Education for Sustainable Development (ESD).

247D ESDADE#R
PR ED S HEDOHIFHGEAREBRER(SD) ICETE3E0BFTISDEFOMEDORRCEEREHEE TS L EHICESD
HEICEIT B AT —IRILE —ROEE L EEMNARN— =2y TOBERICDOWTERLE S,




\"

ES

Inm

1\9'7A
i @

Sessionl:Moderator

Yutaka MICHIDA

::: ]
=

Chairman, Intergovernmental Oceanographic

Commission, UNESCO

Prof. Yutaka Michida, PhD, after his service as
a governmental official at the Hydrographic Depart-
ment of Japan Coast Guard for 16 years, joined the
Ocean Research Institute of the University of To-
kyo in 2000, with the present position of the Spe-
cial Presidential Envoy for UN Ocean Decade of the
University of Tokyo since 2024. He has been the
Chairperson of Intergovernmental Oceanograph-
ic Commission of UNESCO since 2023. Michida has
been appointed to a vice Chairperson of Japanese
National Commission for UNESCO in December 2025.
As his contributions to academic communities, he is
the President of Japan Society of Marine Surveys
and Technology since 2017, and a vice President of
Japan Society of Ocean Policy since 2020, majored
in physical oceanography with his recent expansion
to cover marine policy, as well as the President of
Japan ‘Driftological’ Society since 2021 contribut-

ing to promotion of ocean literacy in Japan.
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Sessionl:Panelist

Taka HORIO
BE 2&

Head of Postgraduate Degree and Training
Programme, Institute for the Advanced Study
of Sustainability, United Nations University

Taka Horio is the Head of Postgraduate De-
gree and Training Programme.at UNU-IAS. Since
joining UNU-IAS in June 2023, she leads the sec-
retariat of Postgraduate Degree Programme of
UNU-IAS and organize the short training courses,
such as UNU Global Seminar and Global Leadership
Training Programme for Sustainable Development
in Africa (GLTP). She also leads the secretariat of
UNU SDG-University Platform (SDG-UP), which pro-
vides opportunities for Japanese universities to
proactively collaborate with different stakeholders
to promote research and educational activities ad-
vancing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Before joining UNU-IAS, she was an Assis-
tant Secretary-General of Japanese National Com-
mission for UNESCO, as well as the Assistant Direc-
tor-General for International Affairs, Office of the
Director-General for International Affairs, Ministry
of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technol-
ogy (MEXT), Japan. During her time in MEXT, she
also served in the field of international affairs, and
internationalization of higher education in Japan.

She also had her career at UNESCO Head-
quarters in the section of Funds in Trust (2005 to
2008) , and at Nagoya University (Japan) as the
Director of International Affairs Division (2010 to
2012).
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United Nations University Institute for the Advanced Study of Sus-
tainability (UNU-IAS) : Advancing Knowledge and Action Toward a
Sustainable Society

The United Nations University (UNU) is a UN
entity established by the United Nations General
Assembly in 1972 to serve as the think tank and
academic arm of the United Nations. Its headquar-
ters are located in Tokyo. UNU-IAS, founded in
2014 and located in the same building as the UNU
Headquarters, is a research and teaching institute
dedicated to advancing a sustainable future for
people and the planet. Through policy-oriented
research, education, and capacity development,
UNU-IAS focuses on sustainability challenges and
solutions.

UNU-IAS integrates expertise across four
thematic areas: (1) governance for climate change
and sustainable development; (2) biodiversity
and society; (3) water and resource management;
and (4) innovation and education. The institute
also offers Postgraduate Degree Programmes—in-
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cluding the MSc in Sustainability and the PhD in
Sustainable Science—alongside short intensive
courses and practical certificate programmes. In
addition, UNU-IAS operates several international,
regional and national networks, such as the SDG
University Platform (SDG-UP), Regional Centres of
Expertise on Education for Sustainable Develop-
ment (RCE), and the Promotion of Sustainability
in Postgraduate Education and Research Network
(ProSPER.Net).

This presentation will provide an overview of
the background and activities of UNU and UNU-
IAS, highlighting their research, education, and
networking initiatives aimed at advancing a sus-
tainable society.

some tips for accurately positioning ESD in
the education of each country and improving its
educational effectiveness.
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Muzailin AFFAN

Director, International Office,
Syiah Kuala University in Indonesia

Dr. Muzailin Affan is an Associate Professor
at Faculty of Natural Science Syiah Kuala Universi-
ty Indonesia. With a Ph.D. in Environmental Science
from Tohoku University, he boasts over 15 years of
experience in academia and has become expert in
disaster mitigation. Dr. Muzailin also works on in-
ternational collaboration partnership for more than
10 years. His research interest is on post-disaster
recovery and disaster education. After 2004 Indian
Ocean Earthquake and Tsunami and also 2011 Great
East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami, Dr. Muzailin
has been working together with researchers from
Japan for recovery programs of the both disasters
affected areas. He has received Award from Japan
ministry of foreign affair for his contribution to
strengthen collaboration between Indonesia-Japan
in disaster mitigation. He also actively engages
in regional partnership under Indonesia Malaysia
Thailand Growth Triangle University Network (IMT-
GT Uninet) which he serves as head of secretariat
maintaining the network among 30 universities. Dr.

Muzailin also actively involved in local government
as technical advisor for Disaster Risk Reduction
activities at Aceh Tsunami Museum and also sup-
porting JICA JPP project on capacity building on
DRR for museum staffs and school teachers in Aceh
in collaboration with Kamaishi city, Japan.
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Local Wisdom, Global Solidarity:
The Aceh-Tohoku Experience in Disaster Risk Reduction and Educa-
tion for Sustainable Development

Disaster risk reduction (DRR) is most effec-
tive when global frameworks are enriched by local
wisdom and strengthened through internation-
al solidarity. The Aceh experience, shaped by the
2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, demonstrates how in-
digenous knowledge, cultural practices, and com-
munity resilience can complement scientific and
policy-driven approaches. This presentation exam-
ines the integration of Acehnese wisdom into glob-
al DRR and Education for Sustainable Development
(ESD 2030), highlighting the cultural and educa-
tional dimensions of resilience. Beyond recovery,
Acehnese communities continue to commemorate
the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsu-
nami, reflecting a profound sense of shared mem-
ory and empathy across nations. These commem-

orations have evolved into meaningful exchanges,
particularly through youth programs linking Aceh
and Tohoku, which foster mutual learning, cultural
understanding, and collaborative resilience-build-
ing among younger generations. By situating
these practices within the broader framework of
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the
study underscores the role of education—formal,
non-formal, and community-based—in transmit-
ting local knowledge while advancing global prior-
ities such as climate change education and cultural
exchange. Ultimately, the Aceh-Tohoku experience
illustrates that resilience is both technical and
cultural, and that local wisdom, when shared glob-
ally, can inspire solidarity, strengthen partner-
ships, and shape sustainable futures.
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Set SENG

Director, Phnom Penh Teacher Education
College in Cambodia

Dr. Set Seng earned his Master’ s degree in Sci-
ence Education (Chemistry) in 2007 and his Doctor
of Philosophy in Education (Science Education) in
2016, both in Japan.

He is currently the Director of Phnom Penh Teacher
Education College (PTEC), a higher education insti-
tution responsible for both pre-service and in-ser-
vice teacher education and training for primary and
lower secondary schools in Cambodia.

With over 25 years of experience in the education
sector, Dr. Seng has been actively involved in de-
veloping teachers’ capacity to improve the quality
of teaching and learning in classrooms at both the
primary and secondary levels. His research inter-
ests include teacher professional development and
effective classroom practices that enhance student
learning outcomes. His recent publication (2024),
“The Challenge of Enhancing Teacher Professional

Identity and Capacity in Cambodian Schools,” .
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Education for Sustainable Development in Cambodia:
Insights from General and Teacher Education Practice

In response to global changes, Cambodia has
recognized Education for Sustainable Develop-
ment (ESD) as a key approach to strengthening the
balance between economic development, environ-
mental protection, and social well-being, as well
as promoting disaster prevention and responsible
citizenship. In 2021, the Ministry of Education,
Youth and Sport (MoEYS) co-organized a national
consultation on ESD, marking a formal milestone
in integrating ESD into national education policies
and curricula in line with Cambodia’s SDG 4 and
the Education 2030 Roadmap.

This presentation provides an overview of
ESD implementation in Cambodia, focusing on
both general education and teacher education.
In general education, ESD is addressed through
a cross-curricular approach, embedding themes
such as environmental protection, climate change,
disaster risk reduction, health, life skills, and cul-

tural values across subjects.

At the teacher education level, ESD has been
integrated into the high school teacher education
curriculum, where all subjects are required to re-
flect balanced consideration of economic, environ-
mental, social, and cultural dimensions of sustain-
ability. In addition, environmental education and
climate change modules have been introduced into
primary and lower secondary teacher education
programs to provide student teachers with foun-
dational ESD knowledge and practical valuing of
the relationship between living and the environ-
ment.

While key strengths include strong policy
commitment and curriculum integration, challeng-
es remain in teacher capacity, resource availabili-
ty, and translating policy intentions into effective
classroom practice.
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Researcher, Ocean Policy Research Institute,

Sasakawa Peace Foundation

Dr. Xiang Gao is a senior research fellow at
the Ocean Policy Research Institute (OPRI) of the
Sasakawa Peace Foundation (SPF). She received her
PhD in international public policy from Osaka Uni-
versity. At OPRI/SPF, the research projects in which
she has participated and taken responsibility cov-
er areas such as integrated coastal management in
Japan, regional ocean governance, and Sino-Japa-
nese maritime cooperation. Her recent research in-
terests are in the area of ocean governance in East
Asia, with focus on the construction of regional co-
operation network. She has also conducted research
activities as an adjunct researcher at Institute of
East Asia International Relations of the Organ-

ization for Regional and Inter-regional studies at
Waseda University (2023-2025).
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A Japan- China- Korea Initiative in Disaster Risk Reduction in the
Northwestern Pacific under the UN Decade of Ocean Science

This presentation aims to clarify the signif-
icance and future directions of trilateral coop-
eration among Japan, China, and South Korea on
typhoon forecasting and disaster prevention and
mitigation in the Northwestern Pacific, based on
the TFRIN project, an endorsed Action Project of
the UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable
Development.

The Northwestern Pacific is the most active
typhoon basin in the world, and not only South-
east Asian countries but also Japan, China, and
Korea have repeatedly suffered severe damage
from strong winds, heavy rainfall, storm surges,
and related hazards. As climate change progresses,
typhoon risks are becoming increasingly complex
and transboundary, making it difficult for individ-
ual countries to respond effectively on their own.

With the launch of the TFRIN project, the
establishment of international partnerships and
the promotion of multilateral cooperation form
the foundation of this initiative. The key pillars
of cooperation include: (1) a stable cooperation
platform fostered through researcher exchang-
es and international academic workshops; (2) an
open-access platform providing historical ty-
phoon data and diverse up-to-date information;
and (3) a capacity-building support platform re-
lated to marine disaster risk reduction. Through
these efforts, the project seeks to link scientific
knowledge with policy practice, enhance typhoon
disaster risk reduction capabilities across East
Asia and deepen sustainable regional ocean coop-
eration.
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Session 2

ESD Session

Based on academic findings, we will discuss how to nurture "shapers of a sustainable society"
from an educational perspective. Drawing on practical examples from universities, boards of
education, schools, and NPOs, we will explore the deepening of ESD and the strengthening of

domestic and international collaboration.
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Yukihiko OIKAWA
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Director, Center for ESD and SDGs, and Advisor
to the President, Nara University of Education,
Nara National Institute of Higher Education

and Research in Japan

The major of Dr. Yukihiko OIKAWA is global environ-
mental studies, mainly Education for Sustainable Devel-
opment (ESD) from the perspective of SDGs including
Climate Change Education (CCE), Disaster Risk Reduction
(DRR) education and Ocean Education. Since 2002, he
has promoted ESD as a pioneer in Japan, in formal edu-
cation mainly, collaborating with diverse sectors and in-
ternational institutions such as UNESCO, UNU and OECD
at local and global level. He has also played a leading role
of ESD promotion in Japan as the Chairperson of ESD
Round-table Meeting in Japan and the Chair Advisor of
ESD Resource Center as well as a member of Japanese Na-
tional Commission for UNESCO. On the other hand, after
the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami in 2011,
he engaged in post-disaster education recovery and the
improvement of education utilizing the ESD network as
a vice principal at school and an administrator in Kesen-
numa City Board of Education. After that he was former
Principal Researcher of the Center for Ocean Education
at The University of Tokyo from 2016 to 2022. He is
currently promoting research on CCE and DRR Education
as a crucial approach to ESD for SDGs as the director of
Center for ESD/SDGs and the advisor to the president of
Nara University of Education. Moreover, he is also engag-
ing in forming the ESD network and establishing collab-

orative platform among diverse sectors nationally and
globally. He has a PHD in Global Environmental Studies
from Kyoto University.
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Pil-Seong KIM

Head of Research, Future Education Community
Regional Entrepreneurship Education Research

Center,Pusan National University, South Korea

He is a researcher and practitioner in
community-based education and Education
for Sustainable Development (ESD) in South
Korea. His work focuses on village education
communities (Maeul Education Communi-
ties) in Busan, examining how local residents
and community educators design learning
grounded in everyday life, relationships, and
place. Through this research, he explores ESD

beyond formal schooling, with particular at-

Jin-Sook KIM

Head of research, Lifelong Career Education at
the Regional Entrepreneurship Educational Re-
search Center, Pusan National University

She holds a Ph.D. in Education from Yon-
sei University (Korea) and Rikkyo University
(Japan). Her academic expertise focuses on
the sociology of education—specifically the
stratification of “education fever” and pa-
rental habitus—and the development of ca-
reer education programs.

For the past 15 years, Dr. Kim has spe-
cialized in designing innovative career edu-
cation models. She served as the Leader for a

tention to community participation, place-
based learning, and sustainable local govern-
ance.

He specialized in curriculum studies and
is interested in the systematic integration of
school curricula and local communities, the
construction of curriculum governance, and
narrative inquiry aimed at understanding hu-
man life.

youth career and employment applicationin a
Busan Metropolitan City project. In addition
to developing the Korean-Version of Career
Anchor diagnostic tool, she has delivered
specialized career lectures and coaching at
Yonsei University, the Pusan National Univer-
sity and CHA University medical schools. Her
work bridges academic theory with practical
career design.
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ESD in South Korea:
A Focus on Village Education Communities in Busan

This presentation examines Education for
Sustainable Development (ESD) in South Korea
through the case of village education communities
(Maeul Education Communities) in Busan. It first
introduces the broader village education move-
ment in Korea and explores how this movement
has taken shape within the local context of Busan.
It then reviews the Hope Education District pol-
icy, through which the Busan Metropolitan Office
of Education and local governments have collab-
orated to build a regional education ecosystem,
with particular attention to efforts to identify
and support educational actors outside formal
schools.

Based on this context, the study presents
cases in which schools, students, parents, and lo-

cal residents collaboratively design educational
activities grounded in local contexts, relation-
ships, and shared experiences. Drawing on qualita-
tive analysis, it shows how sustainability in these
practices is understood not as a predefined educa-
tional goal, but as an ongoing process of learning
how to live together within a specific place.

The findings suggest that such communi-
ty-based educational practices extend ESD beyond
formal schooling by emphasizing participation,
place-based learning, and relational sustainabil-
ity. This study highlights how village education
communities in Busan contribute to cultivating
sustainable local human resources and offers in-
sights into community-grounded approaches to
ESD.

BEICHITBESD: ZLDTRHABTLERERFIICERZEHTT

AERTIE. £ (FHY) 26173 TREBEHERE (%
VILBEHEIRK) ) OBFEEL. BEICHITSIFEAIAERE
HED=HDHE (ESD) ICDWTERLEY, £9. BETKA
CBRTNTWS TREEES) OBMEZBNAL. COEH
a3 z:moiiﬂij@:‘zmﬁ@qﬂ‘ct@;akﬁﬁ’%h’(%f:b\%
B®OET, RWT. BILLEHHE T LA BREIEEL.
HIRHBE LIS ATLOBRZEE L. [HFEHEHMX] K
RERFTLET, FIC FRADEEDEBVFZVWMNIHEIEL.
TELTEENMTIEBLEYS,

CHOLIEBEEZRER. AR TIE. FR. £7E. RES.
ZLUTHMEERAN g D STAR> AR RI 1R, ?Eﬁ*hf:%‘%ﬁ

ICEDE HATHEEHZT F2LTVBEMZRT

o BHIDICEDE CNHORBRICEITS T8

. BONLHERINIHBEEIZLLTTIIRL HEDH
FRC THICEEZHE Z2EIMMENLTOEI L TERS
NTWBZeZRLET

PHOFER. COXSIABRAZIa=T - R—XDHEBEREIZ.
B BAICEDWEE (FLAR-R=ZAR-F—Z2%),
ZLTHRMOIFRAIEEMEER TS LT ESD 22 RAE
DREBATLT TV A RBEINE L e AIAZEIE. £
LORBEHBED ED LS ICHHE A BE R MIZAM DB LIS
BELTWLWAHEBELSMNCT R eHIc. GRS L7z ESD
DT 7O—FIZX T ZARZIRMELET,




International Symposium on

Education for Sustainable Development in Nara 2026

Session2:Panelist

Mitsuko OTSUYAMA
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Secretary general, Nonprofit Organization

SEEDS Asia

She graduated from the College of International Relations
at Ritsumeikan University and completed a Master’s degree in
Sociology at Ritsumeikan University Graduate School. While at
university, she spent four years in Kobe engaging in support ac-
tivities with children who lost their parents in the Great Han-
shin-Awaji Earthquake at a psychological care center called Rain-
bow House, operated by the Ashinaga Foundation. She also took
a one-year leave of absence to participate in literacy education
volunteer work and an internship in India.

During her graduate studies, she was selected as a Japan
Foundation Asia Next Generation Leadership Fellow and conduct-
ed one year of research in affiliation with the Department of So-
ciology, School of Economics, University of Delhi. After working
at an investing and general trading company, she joined the cer-
tified NPO SEEDS Asia in 2009. She served as Representative of
the SEEDS Asia Myanmar Office, supporting “build back better”
efforts following Cyclone Nargis, and since 2016 has led overseas
programmes at the Kobe headquarters. She was appointed Exec-
utive Director in 2019.

In addition to emergency response, she collaborates with
schools, communities, and governments both domestically and
internationally to plan and implement disaster risk reduction,
mitigation, and recovery initiatives. She currently also serves as
a part-time lecturer at Kobe Gakuin University.

SEEDS Asia is a non-profit organization and international
NGO based in Kobe, working in disaster risk reduction to build
a sustainable and disaster-resilient society. Through an inte-
grated approach, the organization promotes environmental im-
provement and strengthens the resilience of vulnerable people
and communities across the Asia-Pacific region, including Japan.
It was established by disaster risk reduction specialists active
in international organizations and academia, following the Great
Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake and subsequent United Nations World
Conferences on Disaster Reduction. SEEDS Asia has implemented
projects in 11 countries across the region to date.
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Promoting Comprehensive Risk Avoidance and Protection among
Displaced Myanmar Migrant Students
Implementation of the Multi-Risk Reduction EducationProgramme (MRREP)

in Migrant Learning Centres along the Thailand-Myanmar Border

Since the military coup in 2021, at least 5.2
million people from Myanmar have been forcibly
displaced, with millions seeking refuge in Thai-
land. Tak Province, which hosts the largest num-
ber of Migrant Learning Centres (MLCs), accommo-
dates approximately 18,000 displaced and migrant
children from Myanmar. Many of these children live
in irregular legal situations and are often exclud-
ed from public protection systems, even when they
become victims of violence or exploitation.

A survey conducted in June 2024 at an MLC in
Mae Sot with 700 students in Grade 5 and above
found that around 70% had encountered rob-
bery or violence in their surroundings, and nearly

Svv-

40% were living in unstable, multi-household ar-
rangements. To address these challenges, the im-
plementing organization, in collaboration with a
local partner, developed and implemented the Mul-
ti-Risk Reduction Education Programme (MRREP),
consisting of 11 thematic modules.

This presentation examines how MRREP con-
tributes to improving children’s risk avoidance ca-
pacities and referral to protection services, and
discusses the effectiveness and scalability of a
comprehensive risk reduction education model im-
plemented by NGOs for children with limited ac-
cess to public protection systems.
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Management Chief, Kesennuma City
Collaborative Center

Served for 38 years as a public elementary
school teacher, principal, and educational admin-
istrator. As the Instructional Supervisor for ESD/
UNESCO Schools at the Kesennuma City Board of
Education, he has worked on developing ESD initi-
atives rooted in the community, leveraging diverse
networks including public institutions, businesses,
local communities, and NPOs, as well as curriculum
development and implementation in school educa-
tion. Currently, he serves as Chief Operating Officer
(Operations Director) at the Kesennuma City-Miyagi
University of Education Collaboration Center. Based
on the city board of education’s policies, he plans,
manages, and communicates workshops through
collaboration with universities and research insti-
tutions. He also provides educational guidance to
kindergartens, elementary and junior high schools,
and promotes ESD centered on marine education.

Board Member, NPO Council for the Promotion
of Sustainable Development (ESD-J); Planning and
Operations Committee Member, Tohoku Regional
ESD Activity Support Center; Committee Member,
ESD/UNESCO School Tohoku Consortium; Secretari-
at, Kesennuma ESD/RCE Promotion Committee.

Areas of Expertise: ESD and School Education,
Human Resource Development, Curriculum Develop-
ment, Inquiry-Based Learning, Community Collabo-

ration, Marine Education
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“Promoting Comprehensive ESD for 2030 for Schools and Communi-
ties Through Diverse Participation and Collaboration”
~Disaster Prevention and Mitigation Education in Kesennuma That Deepens Under-

standing and Critical Thinking Through Dialogue and Exchange, Leading to Action~

Next month marks the 15th anniversary of
the Great East Japan Earthquake, which caused
devastating damage along the entire Pacific coast,
including Kesennuma City. The reconstruction slo-
gan “Living with the Sea” embodies the citizens’
resolve to move towards a creative recovery and
development. This unwavering identity of “living
with~" (or “living together”) is also the driving
force behind the city’s Education for Sustaina-
ble Development (ESD) that bridges generations.
Within this framework, “dialogue” and “exchange”
hold significant meaning. “Empathetic and co-crea-
tive dialogue” is very important in order to jointly
nurture creators of a democratic and sustainable
society while collaborating with diverse others. To
enable individuals to form their own opinions with
a sense of ownership and engage in dialogue and
consensus-building, “multi-track and multi-lay-
ered exchange” is indispensable. Our city utilizes

the lessons from the Great East Japan Earthquake
for future preparedness. Furthermore, to confront
the risks of natural and meteorological disas-
ters—which are becoming more extreme, frequent,
and severe regardless of location—we emphasize
learning that leads to transformed awareness and
action. This involves correctly understanding the
mechanisms and impacts of disasters, deeply con-
sidering countermeasures and climate change mit-
igation/adaptation with a sense of ownership, and
collaborating with diverse others. This session
will introduce practical examples, including learn-
ing through collaboration with specialized insti-
tutions such as universities, learning through ex-
changes with overseas and other domestic regions
in Japan, and initiatives like storytelling activities
by junior high school students in collaboration
with government, businesses, local residents, and
others.

ZRBERODEHEIC SIS FR - K TIERESD for 2030D4HEE

~HEEER TR EE L TEBLBEZRD, 1T

SULBRZE AT FaFE—HICBERBWEZ D5 LIC
REHAKREXDNSRATIS FEZWNZ S, EHFvyFIL—
X NBrEE3) ICBTRORENERCERICAD SRE
MAHENTED, T~rEEE HICESB) ) BEIRVT
AT TATa DR ZDRSART ESD DR EHR>TL
%o ECTIF TEEl & TR NEBEREREZRD. FHk
BELRBLANSRENTHRARGHIDADFzH
ICBCT®ICIE THER-HARGNEE D' THRYITHD,
HEEEHER->TEDORERZML, MEEEENTES
LOICTBICIE TR - EEMIAR

Sl DRHhERWD, K

BICOBRIFERMBDOBK - BAHE ~

mTIE, BRZROKEANOHENELTEDT EEBIC, FES.
Mg ER O mEmL. BRL. BEALLTVWZEARAR - [&

RKEANDOURVIZAETEST®H, KENRIBZEEALETD
FHEZIIDVWTELGEREL, KEANOWISHEPURES IO
THEMEBISFICODVWTHEERHZR>TRE R, 2k
BthELOBREBEEL TEHITHOERIRMICFEUZE
F\LTWVWB, AKtwvia>TiE, REMAELT AREOEM
B EHE T 2FY, BACERMMIE EORRICLDIET,
TECCRE, MEHERFCHBEHLICPFEFICLZEDEE
BEOEHEE BN T 5.




International Symposium on
Education for Sustainable Development in Nara 2026

Session2:Panelist

Kazuhiko ARIMA
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Vice Principal, Nara University of Education
Junior High School
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Associated School since 2008 and implements ESD

ing the ancient capital of Nara as its field. He also
designed the inquiry learning curriculum for the

moting his school’s educational activities through
open workshops and similar events. Five years ago,
he launched the UNESCO Club as an extracurricu-
lar activity. Collaborating with students from Nara
University of Education, the club actively promotes

environmental protection activities and peace edu-
cation to the school and local community.
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World Heritage Learning in the Historic Monuments of Ancient
Nara: Perspectives on Disaster Prevention and Tourism

Nara University of Education Junior High
School is located near the World Heritage site
“Historic Monuments of Ancient Nara.” These his-
torical and cultural assets, passed down from the
Nara period 1,300 years ago to the present day,
attract numerous visitors including overseas tour-
ists and school trip students, spreading their val-
ue worldwide. Since 2019, our school has engaged
in community-based inquiry learning utilizing local
cultural and educational resources. For example,
we continue to challenge diverse learning oppor-

tunities, such as courses exploring biodiversity
conservation and invasive species issues in the
Kasugayama Primeval Forest, courses examining
the sustainability of Japanese traditional culture
in Nara Town, and courses learning about cultural
property disaster prevention at Todaiji Temple and
the fire department. To nurture the youth who will
shape Nara’s future, we value allowing them to en-
counter real-world challenges through their own
experiences and learning from adults confronting
social issues on the front lines.
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Youth Session

Youth En ementin ESD

Youth from various countries will share concrete actions related to disaster risk reduction
(DRR), climate change, and other global challenges. From the perspective of the next
generation, we will discuss their engagement and contribution toward a sustainable future,
while delivering a powerful message to the current generation.
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Hyuncheol KIM

President of Education Research Institute for

Future Values

Dr. Kim is the President of the Education Re-
search Institute for Future Values (ERI4FV) and an
Invited Professor at Soonchunhyang University. He
earned his Ph.D. in the sociology of education from
Yonsei University and completed doctoral course-
work in family sociology at the Graduate School of
Sociology, Keio University in Japan. He also served
as a researcher at the National Youth Policy Insti-
tute (NYPI) and retired as its President. During his
tenure as a researcher and later as President of
the National Youth Policy Institute (NYPI), he en-
gaged extensively in activities and writing aimed
at promoting climate action among young people
and within community-based youth institutions,

including local youth centers.
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Suwon KIM

Representative of Korean Youth

Su-Won Kim is an emerging student-lead-
er and cultural heritage enthusiast. She grad-
uated from Gimhae Geumgok High School, a
public boarding alternative school known
for its innovative approach to education.
Demonstrating a strong commitment to her
community, she has been an active member of
“Geokkeuro Playground,” a community-based
village education initiative, since 2015.

Her practical experience includes serving

Young-bae KIM

Educator, Busan Dongmyung Elementary School
Facilitator, “Reverse Playground” Community

Pioneer of Pedagogical Innovation: In Au-
gust 2013, he became a pioneer in the Kore-
an public education system by implementing
Flipped Learning (Reverse Classroom), suc-
cessfully transitioning from teacher-centered
lectures to student-led active learning.

Architect of the “Spinning Top Theory”:
Grounded in the belief that learning is a by-
product of trust and relationships, he devel-
oped the “Spinning Top Model,” which empow-

ers students to become autonomous agents of
their own growth.
Founder of the Village Education Commu-

as an experiential intern at the Gimhae Rural
Activation Support Center, where she con-
tributed to local community development.
Recently, she has been accepted as an incom-
ing student at the Korea National University
of Cultural Heritage, where she will major in
the Department of Intangible Cultural Her-
itage to further her passion for preserving
cultural traditions.

nity: In 2015, he
expanded class-

room innovation into a village-wide philoso-
phy by establishing the “Reverse Playground”
(Gyeo-Gyeo Nol-i-teo), a sustainable model
where parents and the local community serve
as educational partners.

Advocate for Educational Solidarity: He
views educators, students, and parents as
“educational comrades,” ensuring that learn-
ing transcends academic knowledge to be-
come deeply integrated with the students’
lived experiences.
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Learning Through Community and Experience
Ten Years of Growing together

This presentation examines ten years of per-
sonal growth through community-based education
and how experiential learning shaped identity,
values, and future goals. In Korea, turning nine-
teen marks legal adulthood and prompts reflection
on life paths. From this perspective, the study
explores how long-term engagement in a village
education community influenced learning beyond
formal schooling. Growing up in Seodong, a his-
torically marginalized neighborhood formed by
war-time migrants, | participated in Geokkeuro
Playground, a community-based educational pro-
gram emphasizing intergenerational learning and
shared responsibility. Through student-led teach-
ing, village documentation, environmental action,

and collective reflection, learning became recip-
rocal and relational rather than one-directional.
Unlike mainstream schooling’s result-focused sys-
tem, this community valued individuals as whole
persons. This guided my decision to attend a pub-
lic alternative high school prioritizing resilience,
collaboration, and experiential learning, includ-
ing travel-based projects, student governance,
and community internships. These experiences
inspired academic research combining historical
inquiry and storytelling and led to admission to
Korea National University of Cultural Heritage to
study Intangible Cultural Heritage. This presenta-
tion argues that sustainable education thrives in
communities where learning is shared, continuous,
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From Pedagogical Innovation to Community Agency
A 10-Year Longitudinal Study of the “Reverse” Education Ecosystem

Can a classroom innovation survive and thrive
even after the teacher leaves? This session pre-
sents a compelling 10-year longitudinal case study
of the “Reverse” Education Ecosystem in Busan,
South Korea. It began in 2013 with a radical ped-
agogical shift: the Flipped Classroom, designed to
return educational sovereignty to the students.

Central to this model is the “Spinning Top
Theory,” which posits that learning is an organic
result of relational trust and proactive encourage-
ment. In 2015, this classroom experiment evolved
into the “Reverse Playground”—a self-sustaining
village education community managed by students

and “Reverse Moms” who identify as educational
comrades.

The narrative culminates in the testimony of
Kim Su-won, a “1.5-generation” leader who has
grown within this ecosystem for a decade. From
conducting student-led history lessons to record-
ing a disappearing village through multimedia, her
journey proves that education is the “practice of
learning to live together”. This session offers a
scalable, sustainable blueprint for revitalizing lo-
cal communities through relational pedagogy and
intergenerational solidarity.
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Teuku Hanief Rayyan ABIRA

Syiah Kuala University in Indonesia

My full name is Teuku Hanief Rayyan Abira, and | am
usually called Rayyan. | was born in Banda Aceh on April
26, 2004, the same year when the devastating tsunami
struck Aceh. At the time of the tsunami, | was only eight
months old. Although | have no personal memory of the
event, growing up in a post-tsunami society has shaped
my awareness of disasters and their long-term impacts
on communities, the environment, and education.

| am currently a final-year undergraduate student
in the Accounting Department, International Account-
ing Program, Universitas Syiah Kuala. While my academic
field is accounting, my academic and social experiences
have gradually led me to a strong interest in disaster
risk reduction (DRR) and Education for Sustainable De-
velopment (ESD). | believe that education plays a crucial
role in building disaster-resilient and sustainable com-
munities, especially in disaster-prone regions.

My involvement in disaster-related and communi-
ty-based activities beganin 2024 through a lecturer-led
community service program in Kajhu Village, Banda Aceh.
This program focused on building disaster-resilient vil-
lages through collaborative approaches that integrated
disaster preparedness, environmental conservation, and
creative economic empowerment. During this program, |
was involved in delivering disaster awareness education
to local communities and elementary school students,
participating in mangrove planting as a form of coastal
disaster mitigation, and supporting community activi-
ties in processing mangrove fruit into flour and coffee
to strengthen sustainable livelihoods. This experience
helped me understand how DRR, environmental sustain-
ability, and local economic resilience can be intercon-
nected through community-based education.

In 2025, | participated in the Aceh & Japan Dis-
aster Prevention School under the Office of Interna-
tional Affairs of Universitas Syiah Kuala. Serving as a
volunteer and liaison officer, | supported Japanese fa-
cilitators in delivering disaster education to elementary
school students in Banda Aceh. The program introduced
children to earthquakes and tsunamis, as well as mit-

.

igation and evacuation procedures, using interactive
and child-friendly methods. Through this experience,
| learned the importance of culturally sensitive and
age-appropriate disaster education, which aligns close-
ly with the principles of Education for Sustainable De-
velopment.

In 2026, my engagement in disaster response con-
tinued through involvement in flood disaster response
activities organized by the mosque administration of
Gampong Pineung. | participated in delivering humani-
tarian assistance to flood-affected communities in Mas-
jid Tuha Village, Pidie Jaya, and supported post-flood
cleaning activities in residential houses and a commu-
nity library. This experience strengthened my under-
standing of community solidarity and local initiatives
as essential elements of sustainable recovery and resil-
ience.

Beyond disaster-focused activities, | have also
been actively involved in international programs and
volunteer initiatives under the Office of International
Affairs, including summer schools, international mobil-
ity programs, and global buddy activities for interna-
tional students. These experiences have developed my
cross-cultural communication skills and deepened my
appreciation for international collaboration in address-
ing global challenges such as sustainability, disaster
risk, and education.

Participating in the ESD International Symposium
in Nara 2026 represents an important opportunity for
me to reflect on and share these experiences within an
international learning community. | am particularly in-
terested in learning from Japan’s long-standing prac-
tices in disaster preparedness, disaster education, and
community-based resilience, as well as exchanging per-
spectives on how Education for Sustainable Develop-
ment can be applied in disaster-prone regions like Aceh.
Through this symposium, | hope to deepen my under-
standing of ESD principles and strengthen my commit-
ment to contributing to disaster-resilient and sustaina-
ble communities in the future.
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The Role of Youth in Disaster Risk Reduction in Aceh: A Personal
and Community-Based Journey

Aceh, Indonesia, is a region where disasters
are a constant reality. Frequent earthquakes,
tsunamis, floods, and landslides have shaped how
communities live and how young people understand
risk. In this context, youth are not only affected by
disasters but are increasingly playing active roles
in Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR). This presenta-
tion shares my personal journey as a young person
from Aceh who has been involved in DRR through
education, cross-cultural collaboration, and com-
munity-based action, in line with the principles of
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD).

The presentation highlights three intercon-
nected youth experiences in DRR: first, communi-
ty-based DRR activities in a coastal village that
integrated ecosystem-based mitigation, local eco-
nomic creativity, and disaster education; second,
cross-cultural collaboration between Indonesian
and Japanese youth in delivering engaging and
child-friendly disaster education for elementary

school students; and third, youth-led humanitar-
ian action following the major flood and landslide
disaster in Aceh in 2025, driven by the spirit of
“citizens helping citizens.” This response was
strengthened by the involvement of Universitas
Syiah Kuala’s Satgas Respons Senyar, which es-
tablished humanitarian posts, mobilized medical
teams, distributed logistics, and reached isolated
disaster-affected areas with the support of stu-
dents and academic staff.

In addition, the presentation introduces an
ongoing youth-led initiative that educates senior
high school students on protecting personal doc-
uments as part of disaster preparedness, an of-
ten overlooked but critical aspect of resilience.
Together, these experiences demonstrate how
youth, supported by educational institutions, can
contribute to meaningful and sustainable disaster
resilience.
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2nd year student at Nara Women’s University

From Ishikawa Prefecture, Japan
Educational background
- Department of Human Sciences, Faculty of Letters, Nara Wom-
en’s University, Nara, Japan. April 2024 - present
- Komatsu High School, Ishikawa, Japan. (April 2021 - March
2024)
» Shoyo Junior High School, Ishikawa, Japan. (April 2018 - March
2021)
Activities and Experience
- Internship student at Certified NPO SEEDS Asia (March 2025 -
present)

Experiencing the Noto Peninsula Earthquake in January 2024
heightened my interest in disaster risk reduction, and | moved to
Nara for university in the same year. Through courses offered as
collaborative education subjects within the Nara National Uni-
versity Organization— specifically “ESD and Disaster Prevention”
and “ESD and Climate Change” at Nara University of Education—I
learned not only the fundamentals of disaster risk reduction, but
also the Education for sustainable development (ESD) perspective
of promoting behavioral change in individuals and communities
through education.

Through fieldwork conducted in these courses and collabora-
tion with students from Nara University of Education, | gained an
understanding of the sustainability of disaster reduction educa-
tion and the importance of involving diverse stakeholders.

To further connect learning with practice, | am currently
engaged in an internship at SEEDS Asia, participate as a student
staff member in the AXA-NFUAJ Disaster Risk Reduction Education
Program, and support inquiry-based disaster prevention education
activities at a high school in Nara Prefecture.

Furthermore, as a psychology major, | am interested not only
in the psychological aspects of disasters, but also in the perspec-
tives and roles of women that are essential in disaster risk reduc-

tion.
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Thinking About Disaster Risk Reduction with the Community:
Learning and Practice by Youth

@ Introduction

| have been involved in disaster risk reduc-
tion (DRR) with a focus on fostering attachment
to the community. | believe that taking an inter-
est in one’s community and immediate environ-
ment is the starting point for viewing DRR as a
personal concern. In this presentation, | reflect on
the learning and practice | have undertaken as a
university student and youth, and consider how
young people can engage in DRR.

@ Representative activities

| have engaged in practices that view disas-
ter prevention and mitigation not as something
“taught,” but as something “considered together
with the community.” Through activities with the
AXA-UNESCO Association Disaster Risk Reduction
Education Program and SEEDS Asia, | learned that
attachment to one’s community and connections

with people can lead to disaster awareness and ac-
tion. In addition, while supporting inquiry-based
disaster education activities in high schools, |
have realized the importance of creating spaces
where peers and the next generation can proac-
tively think about disaster prevention.

® Future Prospects

Moving forward, | aim to expand learning op-
portunities that frame disaster prevention and
mitigation as relatable and familiar themes for my
peers and the next generation through activities
such as workshops. Furthermore, drawing on the
gender perspective cultivated through my studies
at a women's university, | will focus on the roles
and perspectives of women needed in the field of
disaster prevention and mitigation, and explore
how these can be effectively incorporated into ed-
ucation and practical initiatives.
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UNESCO Club at Nara University of Education

From Osaka, Japan

Second-year student in Professional Degree
Program in Education, Nara University of Educa-
tion, Nara, April 2024-

Seifu High School, Osaka, Japan. April 2016-
March 2019

Ishikiri Junior High School Osaka, Japan. April
2013- March 2016

Member of the UNESCO Club in Nara University
of Education and the Youth Section of the Nara UN-
ESCO Association

Appointed as a Kinki Block Youth Councilor for
the national youth liaison organization aimed at fa-
cilitating youth UNESCO activities, effective April
2025.
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Youth Participation and Contribution toward Disaster Risk
Reduction from Research-based to Action-based Practice
-How can Youth accelerate DRR Education?-

This presentation explores how we, as youth,
can advance disaster education in potential disas-
ter areas where disaster experiences are limited
or no longer shared as collective memory. In such
contexts, disaster risks are difficult to recognize
as personal issues, and disaster education often
remains formal and episodic.

Based on three components—a national-scale
dataanalysis, alocal survey conducted inanon-dis-
aster city, and educational practice in a secondary
school—we reveal that while students possess
basic disaster-related knowledge, this knowledge
does not sufficiently translate into preparedness
actions or visions for sustainable recovery. This

gap indicates that, in potential disaster areas, re-
search-based evidence must substitute for lived
experience to reshape risk awareness.

We argue that youth play a crucial role in
bridging the gap between Research and Action.
Positioned between academic research and school
practice, and close to children in both age and
perspective, youth are able to translate scientif-
ic knowledge into meaningful educational action.
Our findings suggest that youth-led, research-in-
formed initiatives can serve as catalysts for be-
havioral change and contribute to more sustaina-
ble and continuous disaster education in potential
disaster areas.
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Manager, Gladney Farm in Hokkaido
(Former High School Teacher in USA)

Experience
26 years teaching in Texas, USA
58 years raising cattle in the USA and Japan

Education

Degrees:

Saint Jo High School 1969

A.A. North Central Texas College 1971

B.S. Ed. University of North Texas, 1976

Special Education Certification, Texas Woman”" s University, 1992
M. Ed. Texas Wesleyan University, 2004

Fellowships:

Japan Fulbright Memorial Fund Teacher Program, 2003

Japan Fulbright Memorial Fund Master Teacher Program, 2005

Japan Fulbright Memorial Fund Master Teacher Program, 2006

Japan Fulbright Memorial Fund Master Teacher Program, 2007

National Endowment for the Humanities Workshop on Pear| Harbor, 2009

Honors

House Resolution No. 904 The State of Texas House of Representatives and Senate
Resolution No. 541 Recognizing “Educators from Callisburg ISD and schools in
Kesennuma, Japan, and their inspiring exchange of ideas enhancing the quality of
education for students in both countries:--a remarkable collaboration between Japanese
and American educators that furthers cross-cultural learning and the development of
international curricula and allows students of different nationalities to work together in
researching important issues:--"

2014 Japan America Society of Dallas/Fort Worth Bridges to Friendship Award
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Symposium on Climate Change and DRR Education
Including or Involving Youth
“Ruminations of an Old Cowboy"”

“Do the best you can until you know better. Then when you know better, do better”
—Maya Angelou

I am an old cowboy originally from Texas.
I'm also an old teacher. | bought my first cows
in 1965 and became passionate about ranching.
The first Earth Day celebration in 1970 kindled a
passion to protect the environment, but as often
happens with young people, those fiery passions
diminished as my focus turned to other things.
Passions, like fires, tend to smolder when not well
tended. How can we light a fire of passion in to-
day’s youth and keep it burning for a lifetime?

In 1982, a conversation with my father
stirred the smoldering coals and inspired me to
transition from conventional ranching to regen-
erative, and my passions for environmentalism
and ranching erupted again and merged!

In 2005, Dr. Yukihiko Oikawa, Director of the
Center for Education for Sustainable Development
(ESD) & Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) at
Nara University of Education, introduced me to
ESD and the smoldering coals reignited again.

Through the vyears, the fire would burn
brightly but then grow dim before being stirred
back to life. Passions, like fires, must be well
tended or they die.

In the U.S.A., the current administration is
working to extinguish every effort to combat
climate change and create a sustainable society.
But on Gladney Farm, where my wife Chie and |
call home, in what some might call my retirement
years, the fire is rekindled.

While preparing this message to you, my cell
phone began buzzing with news alerts announc-
ing the U.S. was withdrawing from the United Na-
tions Framework Convention on Climate Change,

the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change,
United Nations University and 63 other organiza-
tions or programs. And, as you know, the U.S. an-
nounced in July it would withdraw from UNESCO,
again. | was appalled, but not surprised, angered,
but not dumbfounded.

While we do not know the full impact of the
U.S. withdrawals on the essential work of ESD,
especially climate change mitigation and DRR,
| refuse to let the fires go out. This symposium
gives us a time and place to reflect on our jour-
neys and set our course into uncharted waters, to
reevaluate the roles each of us plays in ESD, to re-
consider our values, to reprioritize our principles,
to redefine our practices, and to reconnect with
others who share our commitment. Together we
will discover new ways to keep our fiery passion
for ESD burning brightly.

Even at my advanced age | keep taking class-
es, reading current research, and corresponding
with others who care about healing the planet. |
truly believe that even though recent announce-
ments from the US government look like an official
denial of climate change, there are many individu-
als | communicate with regularly who are engaged
with groups, universities and institutions that are
still working to mitigate climate change, promote
regenerative agriculture, restore ecosystems,
and reduce disaster risks. | am confident there
are many who, like me, are still eager to cooperate
with others globally. The withdrawals may even
be opportunities for other countries to recruit
individuals, form new linkages, and explore cre-
ative ways to not only fill the void, but discover
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innovative approaches to ignite a passion for ESD
and DRR even in countries where leaders seem to
be yielding to the paradigm of unlimited growth
at any cost.

But thinking about this symposium’s theme
of Climate Change and DRR Education Including or
Involving Youth, we need to find ways to keep the
fire going throughout their lifetimes and not let
it smolder for years as was my case.

Let’s get dirty! | cannot recall ever seeing a
child that did not enjoy playing in the dirt. And |
am discovering that most adults still enjoy get-
ting a little dirty. It is a wonderful way for us
to reconnect with nature while discovering where
our food comes from, ways to live more healthy
and sustainable lives, and heal the earth to re-
duce risks of disasters.

Recollecting the early days of my partner-
ship with Dr. Oikawa, some of the joint projects
our students worked on focused on the theme of
“Bugs and Soil.” Even though | became a cattle
farmer in 1965 and had taken agriculture classes
while in high school, | knew almost nothing about
soil and the animals that live there. That began
to change as Dr. Oikawa taught me the value of
collaboration between local schools and univer-
sities. Through a linkage Dr. Oikawa arranged
between Kesennuma schools and Miyagi Univer-
sity of Education, a faculty member taught the
students to discover the plethora of soil animals
living under their feet in the school’s courtyard.
It was so much fun to dig in the dirt with those
students but even more fun to watch them teach
the adults in the community about soil animals
when they presented their findings at a science
fair. The school district where | worked in Texas
lacked the knowledge and technology to dupli-
cate the Kesennuma activity, so we focused on
earthworms and dung beetles and still learned
a lot about how healthy soils function. The fol-
lowing spring Dr. Oikawa and I, along with others
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involved in the program, attended a workshop in
the USA where we saw how healthy soil acts like
a sponge, stores water and mitigates flooding.
Through our partnership with schools in Kesen-
numa, we learned that healthy soil not only cools
the planet, sequesters carbon, restores the water
cycle, rebalances ecosystems, mitigates climate
change and reduces disaster risks, but also has a
great impact on the oceans.

That program ended and three years later |
retired from teaching in public schools, but not
from ranching, working with Dr. Oikawa and oth-
ers in many contexts, or promoting ESD. Maybe if
we can overcome our aversion to getting a little
dirty, we can grow a grass-roots movement that
will help fill the void left when governments break
promises and withdraw from agreements.

Getting dirty while exploring the soil is fun.
Engaging people from pre-school age to older
than me is fun. We have gotten down on our knees
in the dirt with a member of Diet (Japan’s nation-
al legislature), a CEO of an international corpo-
ration, university professors, teachers, entrepre-
neurs, tourists, students, and even other farmers.
And you don’t have to own a farm to educate folks
about soil health. You can do it on school grounds,
local parks, home lawns, golf courses, flower gar-
dens, local farms or anywhere that is not paved
over. You can make your own soil health evalua-
tion kit from things you already have at home or
at school. (I am happy to share a soil health eval-
uation protocol we developed. It is easy to use
and is easily adaptable for different ages. Availa-
ble for no cost in English and Japanese.)

In 2018 our family decided to sell the ranch
in the U.S. My brother and sister each had dif-
ferent visions for their own families and took
different roads. Chie and | decided to relocate
to her home country, Japan. We could have lived
comfortably on the retirement income from my
teaching years and our earnings from a lifetime of
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ranching. But my father taught me that we have a
responsibility to leave this planet in better con-
dition than it was when we got here. We know
our style of ranching can restore ecosystems, so
we have made a commitment to use our remaining
time and resources to that end.

Are we making progress? We offer the fol-
lowing facts: We celebrated our fifth year since
relocating to Kuromatsunai, Hokkaido. We are
operating at a profit and do so without any type
of monetary incentives or subsidies. We have no
operating debt. We are marketing animals that
were born on Gladney Farm which means we have
established a herd that is well suited to the harsh
environment of Hokkaido, even as we contend
with climate change. We have developed a pasture
to plate business model that serves local house-
holds and restaurants with beef from animals
who spend their entire lives grazing outdoors
on diverse pastures managed through principles
known to regenerate soil health, restore ecosys-
tems, and provide meat that is nutritious. We
have formed relationships with researchers from
universities and government ministries who help
us monitor and evaluate outcomes of our grazing
methods and their studies tell us these things:
We are increasing biodiversity; We are increas-
ing water infiltration and rehydrating the soil;
We have pristine water in the river that flows
through Gladney Farm; Masu salmon are spawn-
ing in the river in record numbers; We are carbon
negative with a net carbon footprint of -236
tons of Co2e per year (we do not sell carbon cred-
its); We are engaged in ESD by frequently hosting
groups interested in learning about our regener-
ative practices including visitors from 30 foreign
countries, high school student groups from as far
away as Kagoshima, local junior high students and
agriculture related groups.

We are especially proud of our town, Kuro-
matsunai, one of the “Most Beautiful Villages in

Japan.” Last year our friends and neighbors, with
support from folks across Japan, successful-
ly defeated efforts to prospect for gold on land
that includes a section of Gladney Farm, and the
watershed that feeds the Horokashubuto River.
It was the third time in Kuromatsunai’s history
that the town successfully fought to preserve its
beech forest and pristine river. The town is also
partnering with Patagonia to remove old struc-
tures in the Shubuto River and restore the eco-
system where ayu and masu salmon can flourish.

So, | will leave you with this. Mr. JW. Glad-
ney, who our farm is named after, started his farm
in 1930. He was a conservationist. He collaborat-
ed and formed a linkage with a research founda-
tion who guided him as he built terraces, planted
grasses, and adopted principles to protect the
soil and mitigate the disaster known in the U.S. as
“The Dust Bowl.” He inspired our fire of passion
to heal the earth, and we will do our best to keep
it burning. We will make mistakes. We will mis-
judge. We will misplace priorities. Sometimes we
will choose leaders who disappoint us. Sometimes
our governments will break promises and with-
draw from agreements. Through it all, we will not
retire. We will continue to tend the fire.

As for now, let us all celebrate the work all
of us are doing individually, within our diverse
organizations, in our home countries, in our lo-
cal communities, and support each other in these
difficult and extraordinary times. We have a noble
task and play an essential role in society. We can
ignite a lifelong passion for ESD and DRR. Let’s
do the best we can until we know better. Then,
let’s do better.




e
P




