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14 Lesson 4 Safe Clean Water, Goal Activity (Z4%)
Eco study in Kalimantan (H{EZ#4)
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The Palms and People of Kalimantan Island-
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I'went to Kalimantan Island because many kinds of animals and plants live there. For example,
orangutans and hornbills live on the island. Many people there are working hard to protect
the environment.

A long time ago, the village of Hanjun Tarapan was in a rainforest. The government decided
to make the area a national park. So, the villagers had to move to a new place with a forest.¢
Then, a palm oil company asked the villagers to sell their land.<*

At first, the villagers said “no.” But the company promised two things: jobs and electricity for
the village. So, in the end, the villagers decided to sell their land. After that, many villagers
started to work at the plantation.

Now, the village is between the national park and the palm plantation. The village has an
elementary school, a middle school, and a hospital. «

I stayed there for about a week. I wrote a story about what I saw and heard there. Let's listen
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When | was young, | worked in illegal gold
mining, and my father worked there too. We had no choice but to work there to survive.
As | worked, | became doubtful. To live healthily, we need a rich environment for both
animals and humans. Palm companies have a lot of political power and money, and
sometimes activists were jailed or even killed. However, | believe our nation is
democratic now, so we can express our opinions freely. | want foreigners, including
Japanese, to know what is happening here and how their lifestyle affects our
environment. | also urge you to protect “your” forests, meaning your local environment.
Environmental problems are not just in Kalimantan but also in other areas. | believe
that cooperation will solve these serious problems in the future.«
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Let's think about

global warming .
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Prevent global warming.
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